Wildflowers Preschool (5-Star)
Portland, OR
Wildflowers Preschool's teaching philosophy is a unique mix of Reggio Emilia, Montessori and Environmental Education. All three approaches to early childhood education give children some control over the direction of their learning and highlight the importance of using all senses to learn and honor the endless range of ways children express themselves. We provide an environment where children feel safe and part of a community working together to meet the needs of each child. We offer daily circle times, literacy lessons, music and movement, art activities and lots of exploration of the natural world. We believe that children learn best when they are allowed to follow their natural curiosities about the world. 
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Overlook Collaborative Preschool (5-Star)
Portland, OR
We value collaboration from everyone! The Reggio Emilia Approach advocates that teachers and children become co-learners, co-researchers and co-constructors of their education. We all ask questions and research collaboratively. Everything a child touches becomes a learning experience. The collaboration that happens between the children and teachers creates a rich environment of support and flexibility where learning happens effortlessly.

The children express questions they have about the world through daily play and activities. After collecting questions, discussions and thoughts the children have had through group meetings, the teachers are able to help the children explore the direction in which a project may go. Project work can include all the children, but often consists of a few who lead the project and a few who are interested in exploring. It takes a strong teaching staff to be able to create a curriculum that is interesting and applicable to the children's ideas. This approach keeps teachers and children involved and active in the education process.

We have an emergent curriculum. What exactly does this mean? This curriculum is an opportunity for playful inquiry-based learning of the arts and sciences. We (both children and teachers as co-learners) use two basic kinds of inquiry. We seek out information and look for facts, but we also value wondering and playing with possibilities. All children are naturally curious and need to create with all of their senses. The children are in a setting where they know they are welcome to ask questions. These educational moments happen in a encouraging, open setting, and build pathways in the brain by allowing children to be authors of their own world. 
Children are Capable!
The children at OCP are able to explore and wonder openly because they are supported by teachers and an environment that is created just for them. They have an opportunity to take ownership of the school through replenishing the environment. Sorting materials, cleaning up after play and a daily job chart offer some of these opportunities. Offering children the chance to become care takers of the school gives them a sense of ownership and pride.
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Country Kids Learning Center (5-Star)
Portland, OR
Country Kids Learning Center is committed to providing an optimal learning experience for each individual child and in providing a community of learners who feel safe, nurtured and well-cared for.   
          
Fostering good citizenship, social/emotional development and motivated learners is a priority at Country Kids.  Our progressive curriculum is differentiated and tailored to follow the needs and interests of our students. We encourage our students to listen, ask questions and construct new knowledge based on their inquiries.  The teachers are available to observe, listen and guide the children – often learning right alongside the children through literature studies, questioning and researching. Experiences, learning opportunities and materials are made readily available to help scaffold the children to their next 
individual level of development.
      
Our primary goal at Country Kids Learning Center is to nurture each child’s ability to learn to get along in their world, to be able to communicate their needs, wants and desires, to be interested in learning and to inquire about the world around them through questioning, exploring, experimenting, analyzing and synthesizing.  Most importantly, to help instill a life-long love of learning in them which will carry them well-beyond their early years of grade school.

 "In the Reggio Emilia preschools, however, each child is viewed as infinitely capable, creative, and intelligent. The job of the teacher is to support these qualities and to challenge children in appropriate ways so that they develop fully." 
— Louise Boyd Cadwell (Bringing Reggio Emilia Home: An Innovative Approach to Early Childhood Education) 
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