Portfolio Building: Writing a statement of your program's philosophy
Does your program have a written care giving and teaching philosophy? In this session, you will examine the QRIS standard that ECE programs be guided by a statement of philosophy. You will examine what a philosophy statement includes, and determine key elements to include in your own statement.
Objectives:
· We will examine the QRIS standard that addresses a statement of philosophy (LD1). 
· We will discuss how this standard can be applied in your program.
· You will examine key elements of philosophy statements and apply your discoveries to your own statement.
· You will write a statement of philosophy for your program.
· We will discuss ways to ensure that your philosophy statement will guide your care giving and teaching decisions.  
· You will decide on action steps toward achieving program-wide alignment of care giving and teaching decisions with your program's philosophy statement.
In-person Session (3 hours)
In-person Session (3 hours)
Introductions
Reflection on current understanding of the purpose of a philosophy statement
Dyad work – What do we believe?
Read and discuss philosophy statements from QRIS rated ECE programs. 
Organizing your thoughts
Discussion – Using your philosophy statement to guide program quality
Introduce follow-up work (see next page)
Closing thoughts / evaluations


Self-Study (3 hours)
In order to receive a certificate for this class (6 hours Set 2 in Program Management), you will need to do the following on or before [date]:
· Complete your philosophy statement.
· Include your philosophy statement in a website, parent handbook, or some other document that staff, visitors, prospective parents, and parents of enrolled children could see at any time and/or take with them.
· Show one of the Quality Improvement Specialists at the CCR&R (Names). where your philosophy statement is available to staff, visitors, parents and the community. Call 503-491-6234 to schedule a phone call or meeting.

[Date] is the absolute, ultimate, without exception, final date to show us your completed work and receive a certificate for this class. We cannot make any exceptions for anyone. Period. We mean it.


Thank you for participating!

