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Suggestions for Writing a Philosophy Statement 
We at CCR&R of Multnomah County believe that a philosophy statement should communicate the things you think are an important part of childhood, and your deeply held beliefs about caring for and teaching young children. We feel that it should come from the heart and should be based on self-reflection and soul-searching. This document is meant to help you think more deeply and intentionally about your beliefs and values, and to help you organize your thoughts. We hope you will use it only as a guide.
Why You Teach 
What is your role as a caregiver and educator for children? ***



What is your role as a partner for families? ***



How do your beliefs affect which trainings you choose to participate in? *****





Whom You Teach
What do you do to include children and families with special needs and children from diverse backgrounds in your program? ****



What do you do to meet each child’s individual needs (such as different needs for emotional support, different interests and preferences)? ***



How and What You Teach 
What are your beliefs about how children learn? ***



What are your goals for children? ***





What are your goals for families? ***



Do you follow a theory or philosophy (or a combination) created by someone else (such as Anti-Bias Education, Montessori, Reggio Emilia, Developmentally Appropriate Practice, Piaget, Vygotsky, etc.)? ***



How do your beliefs affect your teaching? ***



How do your beliefs affect the way you interact with children? ***



How do your beliefs affect your curriculum planning? *****




How do your beliefs affect the way you manage your business? *****



How do you balance the needs of the individual child with the needs of the group? ***



Where You Teach 
What is your relationship with your community? 



When you hire staff, do you specifically look for people who share your beliefs? *****



In what way does your care giving environment reflect your beliefs? *****



*** 3-star level question
**** 4-star level question
***** 5-star level question
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