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Assessments in Oregon
Program Type of Program Selection Tool

Spark
Quality Recognition and 
Improvement System 
(QRIS)

Programs opt in by requesting 
an observation CLASS or ERS

Oregon Pre-
Kindergarten

Preschool 
Promise

State funded Head Start

State funded free 
preschool

A random sample is selected 
annually. Selected programs 
are required to participate.

CLASS or ERS

Preschool For All
County funded free 
preschool in Multnomah 
County

Each program has 2 
observations over 2 years ERS

Baby Promise
State funded 
infant/toddler program in 
collaboration with ERDC

100% of programs have an 
observation annually ERS



Program requests or is 
selected for an 

observation and 
receives email from TRI Assessment team 

contacts the program to 
schedule an observation

Program completes and 
returns required forms 

before observation

Assessor completes 
observation and offers 

to debrief with the 
program

Assessor writes 
Observation Reports, 

which are reviewed and 
sent to the program

Program reviews 
Observation Reports 

and contacts assessor 
with any questions
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Observation Process



Observation & Assessment Tools

Environment Rating Scales 
(ERS)

Classroom Assessment Scoring 
System (CLASS)

FCCERS-3
ITERS-3

ECERS-3

CLASS 2.0



• The quality of children’s environment and 
experiences

What does it measure?

• 6 Subscales
• Space and Furnishings
• Personal Care Routines
• Language & Literacy
• Learning Activities
• Interactions
• Program Structure

Which areas does it provide feedback?

Preschool aged 
children in 

center-based 
environments

Infants and 
toddlers in 

center-based 
environments

Children in 
home-based 

environments



• The quality of adult-child interactions

What does it measure?

• 3 Domains
• Emotional Support
• Classroom Organization
• Instructional Support

Which areas does it provide feedback?
Pre-K – 3rd 2.0 
version – used 
in settings with 

preschool 
aged children



Helping programs choose a tool

ERS CLASS

Copies of the tool Available from Teacher’s College Press 
$30.95

Available from Teachstone $104

References and 
supplemental materials

ECERS-3 and ITERS-3 have All About 
guides. Available from Kaplan $89.95.
Free tip sheets and self-assessments 
on the Spark website.

Available through monthly 
subscriptions from Teachstone. 
Minimum of 50 teachers to subscribe.

Professional 
Development

Online through Branagh starting at $45 
per course.
Free training available through the 
Spark assessment team.

Training must be provided by a 
Teachstone affiliate trainer. Quotes 
can be requested from Teachstone.

Coaching and support Free training for CCR&R staff through 
the Spark assessment team.

CLASS certification training and 
coaching training available through 
Teachstone. $994 and up



The value of outside observation



Preparing programs for observation

Identify goals for CQI, or review goals that were 
previously set

Identify what feedback would be most helpful at 
this point in the CQI journey

Explore the tool and how the content matches 
program goals for improvement 



Reports Sample CLASS scores Sample observer



Reports: CLASS



Reports: ERS



Reports: ERS



The program can choose to accept or reject feedback that is 
offered

If the feedback doesn’t fit program needs: 
- For ERS, choose another indicator/item for goal setting
- For CLASS, find an alternative strategy to meet CLASS criteria

Connect feedback in the report to identified goals or priorities

Using observation reports



Training available from the assessment team

For providers
For coaches 

and TA 
professionals

Virtual In-person



Observation & Assessment Website: 
https://oregonspark.org/

• Learn about the different assessment tools we use
• Watch a video about the observation process
• Programs can request a Spark assessment
• Find documents to help support your work

Contact the Assessment Team: assessment_team@wou.edu 



Thank you!
Do you have any 

questions?
Elena Morgan: morganel@mail.wou.edu

Helpline: assessment_team@mail.wou.edu


